
 We all have those particular verses of Scripture that 
just stick with us. They end up on stickies posted to our 
computers, or on a picture underneath the magnet attached 
to the fridge. They remind us of something that amazes us 
about God or His work. Or perhaps they offer a glimpse of 
understanding regarding ourselves and the work that still 
needs to be done. 
 More times than I care to count I’ve been frustrated 
when attempting to visit a website for information I’m 
seeking, only to encounter some announcement stating, 
“This site is currently under construction. Please visit us 
again soon!” is the virtual equivalent to the warnings of 
renovation that we commonly see when shopping, 
requesting that we, “Please excuse our mess while we 
work to improve your experience!”
 I have to admit, sometimes I wish I could hang one of 
those signs around my neck. “Please pardon the mess. I’m 
a work in progress. This isn’t the finished product. What 
you experience later will be a drastic improvement to what  
you see now!” Paul reminds us in Philippians 2 that God 
has created us to shine like ‘stars in the universe’ (NIV 
1984) in the midst of a crooked and depraved generation. 
I’m embarrassed at times to admit that my ‘star’ 
sometimes appears little more than a faint, incandescent 
night light! It would be nice at times to be able to visibly 
remind people of Paul’s other words to the Philippian 
church are also true, that, “He who began a good work in 
you will be faithful to complete it...”

 Those two equally 
true--though at times 
competing--realities remind me that I am simply a 
diamond in the rough. When you first pull it out of the 
ground, it’s dirty and virtually glamour-less. But a good 
washing and some careful cutting, adding to a nice setting 
and suddenly that lifeless rock sparkles like nothing else 
ever seen!
 That’s how we view our ministry at Here’s Hope, too. 
In fact, that’s the entire point of faith: it’s the “assurance 
of things hoped for, and being sure of what we can not 
see.” Like the family pictured above who lives in 
Steadfast, Belize, we are always looking ahead to what 
can be; not simply what has been. When we discovered 
Felix and his family on a walk through the village one 
Sunday evening, we found children playing outside of a 
home that appeared about to fall over. We spent time 
talking to the family and told them we were working on 
another project across the village. In all our conversation, 
they never once asked for a single thing. They were 
diamonds in the rough!
 As we walked away, the men accompanying me said, 
“We have got to get back here and build them a house!” 
This past June we did just that. The Powers’ family and 
Rick Harshman, his son and a friend traveled back to 
Steadfast and built a home to replace the dangerous 
structure they had. It’s one of those moments where the 
work of God really shined through the efforts of His 
people. “God’s Heart...Revealed through Our Hands!”
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God’s Heart...Revealed through Our Hands
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 For those of you who have made trips to Hosanna 
House, you likely remember Ms. Sho. One of the quieter 
of our staff, Ms. Sho would faithfully do her work and 
help the children. After 10 years with Hosanna House, Ms. 
Sho decided that it was time for her to stay home and care 
for her increasing number of grandchildren. We can’t think 
her enough for her years of service, and pray that her faith 
continues to grow as she continues to serve children, only 
with a slightly altered focus in mind. May God richly bless 
you, Ms. Sho!

 Who can believe it’s Christmas already? Well believe it 
or not, it is, and here’s the proof! On December 10, Here’s 
Hope president, Chris Moore, and his mother, Anne, 
celebrated Christmas with the staff and residents of 
Hosanna House. After several days of purchasing, 
separating, organizing and wrapping around 300 different 
presents, everyone enjoyed a time of testimony, a reading 
of the Christmas story, some singing, a wonderful meal, 
and a sharing of gifts. 
 This time of year can be very hard on those who have 
been removed from a traditional family setting. Some of 
our residents will be temporarily transitioned to homes of 
extended family members or friends over Christmas, but 
others will have no such opportunity. For them, Christmas 

becomes a time of loneliness and forgottenness, with little 
sense of joy and love. For those residents, we do 
everything we can to help remind them that though there 
circumstances may seem grim, they are still loved and 
wanted at Hosanna House. And we’d like to say a special 
thank you to the Ladies of Church at the Crossing in 
Indianapolis who took up a collection to help make this 
Christmas extra meaningful!

Follow us on facebook! www.facebook.com/hereshopeministries

 At times we fall into the trap of  thinking of  Here’s 
Hope as a ministry. We are actually dozens of  
ministries...maybe more. As of  this writing, Hosanna 
House is home to 22 residents ranging from a few weeks in 
age all the way to 19, plus seven full-time staff. We are also 
involved in building homes and working alongside Light of 
the Valley Church and various schools in the valley. Each 
one of  those people is a ministry. Every life is an 
opportunity: a chance to encourage, a chance to feed, a 
chance to educate, a chance to help him or her move one 
step closer in a faithful walk with our God and Savior!

 But the fact is, we aren’t doing this alone. In fact, this is 
an effort of  dozens, if  not hundreds. Each person that 

supports Here’s Hope is a worker in our ministry. Through 
prayer, work teams and financial giving, we work together 
to accomplish what God sets out for us to do. 

 It is reported that President Ronald Reagan kept on his 
desk a reminder that read, “There is no limit to the 
amount of  good you can do if  you don't care who gets the 
credit.” I believe that fully with one caveat: I really DO 
think it’s important who gets the Credit, because every 
ministry that builds the kingdom can only do so by using 
the wisdom and strength that God supplies. So we don’t 
care if  we get the credit, but we do care greatly that the 
credit, praise, glory and thanks are given to GOD freely 
and frequently!

Who Get’s the Credit?

Farewell to an old friend...

Ms. Maria Sho singing and playing a 
game along with Kevin.

Christmas 2017
4 New mothers at Hosanna 

House with their babies

7 Dolls with outfits made just 
for our girls! They LOVE them!

Anna & Vernisha do a 
wonderful job reading the 

Christmas narrative from the 
Gospel of  Luke!

Anything 
                       is Everything!
 They say ‘everything little bit counts.’ I’m not sure 
who ‘they’ are, but they are right! And we could use your 
‘little bit’ of help with funding Hosanna House right now. 
Would you consider an end-of-year gift to help us 
continue our ministry in Belize into 2018? If you believe 
that God would have you partner with us as we reach into 
the lives and villages of Belize, please use the enclosed 
response card and envelope to send your tax-deductible 
gift. Thank you so much for considering us this year!

http://www.facebook.com/hereshopeministries
http://www.facebook.com/hereshopeministries


God’s Heart...Revealed through Our Hands

I would like to help support the efforts of  
Here’s Hope Ministries, Inc in caring for the 
abused and neglected children of  Hosanna 
House. Please accept my gift:
______  $50	 	 ______  $500
______  $100	 	 ______  $1000
______  $250	 	 Other: $_______

Please remit your tax-deductible donation and/or 
correspondence to: 

Here’s Hope Ministries, Inc.
P O Box 505, 

Roanoke, IN 46783

Name: _______________________________

Address: ______________________________

City: __________________  ST ______  ZIP _________

Phone: (_____) _______-__________

E-mail: ____________________________________

I would like to help fund the cost of  one of  these 
much needed items for Hosanna House:
______  A New Diesel Van (cost: $30,000) 
______  New Mattresses for Residents ($150/each) 
______  Tires for bus ($350/each) 
______  Parasite meds for our animals ($150/month) 
______  Other (Please Specify) $____________

______Please remove my name from the Here’s Hope Mailing List

______Please change my address to that listed below

______I am interested in a work team experience in:  ___ 2018      ___ 2019      ___ Undecided

______I would like to coordinate the collection of  school supplies in my church/area


